Abstracts, 4th DICID of transaminases in blood serum and presence of anti HCV and HCV RNA in the blood. The positive response to alpha-2a interferon therapy was found in 20 patients. Of them GNB3 gene was determined in 3 (15%) patients. In the patients resistant to therapy or with disease recurrence after antiviral therapy GNB3 C825T allele was revealed in 12 (60%) patients. According to our investigations we found increase in number of GNB3 C825T carriers among the patients without response to the antiviral treatment.
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Background: There is an increasing evidence of a possible epidemiological link between HCV infection and diabetes. It is not known whether such a relationship exists in patients here as well. We, therefore, investigated the prevalence of HCV infection in diabetic patients in order to elucidate the presence of a possible association between the two endemics in this region. We wanted to compare the prevalence of HCV infection in diabetic patients with a sample form general population. Methods: This cross-sectional study was carried out on 550 diabetes patients seen at diabetes clinic at Nishtar Hospital, Multan during winter 2008. Patients' diabetic status and HCV antibody presence were noted. The control group comprised of 550 volunteer blood donors attending the blood bank of Nishtar Hospital, Multan during the period of study. Informed consent was taken before taking the data. Data Analysis was done using SPSS v16. Results: The mean age of patients was 47.58 years while the mean duration of diabetes was 7.02 years. The patients were predominantly female (55.27%). Out of 550 patients whose data was gathered, 86 patients were tested positive for HCV antibody presence as compared to control in whom 45 people were infected with hepatitis C virus infection out of 550 (OR = 4.60, 95% CI = 3.22 6.57, p < 0.01). No significant association was found between the duration of diabetes and presence of HCV infection. Conclusion: Hepatitis C virus infection is highly prevalent among type 2 diabetic patients as compared to the control group in this region. The nature of association and the effects of other confounding factors need to be seen. It remains to be elucidated how this co morbidity effects progression of liver disease and diabetes. 
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